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STOCKPORT MOTHER IN £1 MILLION

 LOAN SHARK SCAM JAILED

Alison and Ian Wilson

●Alison Wilson, 54, ran scam with husband Ian, 53, and daughter Cheri,
35

● They lent money to neighbours living on their deprived estate in
Stockport

● Mrs Wilson kept no record of interest rates as she exploited her
victims

● She is jailed for eight months - her husband was given suspended
sentence

To report a loan shark call our hotline on 0300 555 2222

Picture DailyMail
online
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Ian Wilson

A mother has been jailed for masterminding a £1million loan shark scheme in which her family
scammed vulnerable neighbours to fund lavish holidays and her husband's alcoholism.
Alison Wilson plotted with her husband Ian and daughter Cheri to illegally lend money to hundreds
of residents who lived on the deprived Brinnington Estate in Stockport.
The 54-year-old, who also roped in her family friend Angela Rutherford, was at 'the heart of the
operation' for more than five years, keeping no records of interest rates as she exploited her
victims.

Due to a lack of proper records, investigators are still unsure how much the family pocketed from
the operation.
But one log book showed how the gang loaned £178,000 to 110 victims living on the 'financial
breadline' in just over one year.

All were  investigated by the England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) working in partnership
with Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council and Greater Manchester Police.

In March 2014, officers from the IMLT and Greater Manchester Constabulary executed warrants
at  three addresses.  Documentation relating to money lending was recovered.  These showed
that Ian Wilson and Alison Wilson had issued loans to over 100 people. The amount lent out
varied  from £50 to £200 a time.

Councillor Shan Alexander, Stockport Council’s Executive Member for Safe & Resilient
Communities, said: “Loan sharks are a blight on our community and prey on some of the most
vulnerable members of society. Stockport has an established Credit Union which offers financial
services to people who live and work in Stockport, they can be contacted on 0161 430 5808. We’d
urge people to contact the Credit Union or Stockport Council if they are experiencing money
problems or need advice.”

Cherie Wilson

Angela Rutherford

Family friend and associate Angela Rutherford,
aged 51 years old was also sentenced to 3
months suspended for 2 years for canvasing for
new clients for the Wilsons and for maintaining
the loan record books.
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Essex Loan Shark Sentenced to 8 months
Imprisonment

Douglas Smith  32 has been given an eight months prison sentence suspended for two years at
Basildon Crown Court.  In addition he was given a curfew for four months, a
supervision order for two years and also must attend a Thinking Skills programme.

Smith, of Thameside Crescent, Canvey Island, Essex was investigated by the England Illegal
Money Lending Team (IMLT) working in partnership with Essex County Council Trading
Standards and Essex Police.

On behalf of the prosecution, Solicitor Simon Mortimer told the court how Smith had been running
a money lending business between July 2012 and February 2014 without the  required licence.
Prior to having his own business Smith was a self-employed collector for a legitimate, licensed
money lender “Swift Door-Step Loans”.  He legitimately collected repayments on their behalf and
took an agreed commission rate as payment.  In time, however he began offering the clients from
the legitimate company loans from his own funds.

One victim was moving house in 2013.  As she needed extra money she was introduced to Smith
by a friend.  The victim was given a £100 loan and was told she owed £150 to be repaid at £10
per week.  The first £10 repayment was made.  Three days later Smith came to her house again
and was given a further £10.  Four days later he went to her home again but she refused to pay.
He swore at her and threatened to take her dog and sell it.

On 25th February 2014 officers from the IMLT and Essex Constabulary executed a warrant at
Douglas’s address.  Documentation relating to loans and receipt books were recovered.  These
show that Douglas had issued loans to at least 70 people totally over £56,000.

During the search officers also found a quantity of items which have since been shown to be
counterfeit.  These included “Beats” headphones, “Polo by Ralph Lauren” shirts and Pandora
bracelets.  Mr Douglas has pleaded guilty to the possession of these items for sale in addition to
the illegal money lending offences.

Recorder Sailesh Metha upon sentencing Douglas Smith said;

“Licencing is there to protect vulnerable people and you knew that.  You knew your customers
were vulnerable and you were in a position to ‘doorstep’ them and ask for money”.

A proceeds of crime investigation is ongoing.

Cllr Roger Walters, Essex County Council Lead Member for Trading Standards, said:  “Illegal loan
sharks prey on vulnerable individuals who feel they have nowhere else to turn when faced with
short-term money worries.

This conviction sends out a clear message that we will not tolerate illegal money lending in
Essex.”
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Manchester Loan Shark Receives a  12 Month Prison
Sentence

A 54 year old man, who operated as a loan shark in Greater Manchester, has  been
sentenced to 12 months in prison suspended for 18 months for illegal money lending. He was also
given a 14 day sentence also suspended for 18 months for the possession of
cocaine and was ordered to wear an electronic tag following a hearing at Manchester Crown
Court.

Samuel Hayes, of Court Drive, Manchester was investigated by the England Illegal Money
Lending Team (IMLT) working in partnership with Manchester City Council Trading
Standards and Greater Manchester Police.

On behalf of the prosecution, Solicitor Simon Mortimer told the court how Hayes had been running
a money lending business in the Greater Manchester area.

He had done so without the required licence from December 2011 to November 2014.  On 6th

November 2014 a warrant was executed by officers from the IMLT at Hayes’s address. As part of
the investigation, officers seized items relating to money lending along with cocaine.

Hayes charged interest rates up to 100% along with £25 admin fee added on to the balance. A
total of 118 people had received 280 loans from Hayes.

Upon sentencing Judge Blake said “Unregulated loan businesses spread and that is why we have
legislation because people are weak and give into temptation.

You were running a substantial business, in the local area; you had 118 customers and
outstanding loans and penalties.  Almost £6000 was found at your home, this was a
substantial business, and cocaine was your lifestyle.”

Cllr Nigel Murphy, Manchester City Council's Executive Member for Neighbourhoods, said: "Loan
sharks prey on the most vulnerable members of our community, causing misery in our
communities and in these hard financial times a lot of people feel they have no option but to fall
into their grasp. I would always urge residents to contact one of the many credit unions which
provide an excellent service instead of even thinking about dealing with a loan shark.

For years, illegal money lenders have behaved like they could spread their misery without fear of
reprisal, but Hayes is just the latest loan shark who has found that loan sharks activity will be
tackled head on in our region”.
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London Loan Shark Who Held a Victim Prisoner is
Sentenced to 16 Months in Prison

A 54 year old man and a 54 year old women who operated as loan sharks in Willesden,
London, were sentenced to 16 months in prison following a hearing at Snaresbrook Crown Court.

Gordon Sylvester was sentenced to 16 months in prison for illegal money lending, plus 4 months
for forgery.

Imelda Sumangil was sentenced to 16 months in prison for illegal money lending.

Gordon Sylvester of Boreham Avenue, Newham, London and Imelda Sumangil of
Washbourne Road, Willesden, London were both investigated by the England Illegal Money
Lending Team (IMLT) working in partnership with Newham Council Trading Standards and the
Metropolitan Police.

On behalf of the prosecution, Stuart Jessop told the court “This was a sophisticated illegal money
lending business, supported by numerous documents. It was a joint enterprise. Gordon Sylvester
and Imelda Sumangil lent to vulnerable members of the community, people who would struggle to
get a loan were targeted.

One victim was held a virtual prisoner for over an hour until he agreed to take on the debts of his
entire family.”

Sylvester and Sumangil had both been running the business without the required licence from
March 2010 until November 2014.

On 10th September 2014 a warrant was executed by officers from the IMLT at Sylvester’s address.
A further warrant was executed on the 26th November 2014 at Sumangil’s address.

Upon his arrest, Sylvester was carrying £18,340 in cash .

One victim borrowed £4000.  The victim was told that any late payments would have a
penalty charge of £10 per day. The victim was told to pay back £580 per month for the next 10
months. The victim handed over proof of identification to Sylvester such as a passport and
payslips. The same victim borrowed a further £1000 for a family emergency. The loan of £1000
was to be paid back in instalments at £860 per month for 6  to 8 months.

Upon sentencing Judge Peters QC said “You lent to people who could not get loans elsewhere
and they were sucked into the business. The court must pass custodial sentences in cases like
this where there is exploitation of the vulnerable.”

Councillor Unmesh Desai, Newham Council’s Cabinet Member for Crime and Anti-social
Behaviour, said: “Gordon Sylvester and Imelda Sumangil were ruthless individuals who
intimidated and took advantage of vulnerable people who were desperate for money. They made
the lives of their victims a living hell, charging extortionate rates for late repayments and
threatening them with violence if they were unable to repay.”
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Suspected Loan Sharks Arrested Following Operation in  Bracknell
Forest and Oxfordshire

Seven suspects, four female and three male were arrested on suspicion of illegal money
lending, following an operation in Bracknell and Didcot on Tuesday 8th September 2015.
The England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) worked in partnership with Bracknell Forest
Trading Standards, Oxfordshire Trading Standards and Thames Valley Police.
All seven suspects have now been bailed pending enquiries.
Thames Valley Police and IMLT executed warrants at 3 addresses in Bracknell and 2 addresses
in Didcot.
During the search of the properties, a number of documents relating to suspected illegal money
lending were seized along with a significant quantity of cash.

Jody Kerman, Trading Standards Operations Manager at Oxfordshire County Council Trading
Standards said, “We work closely with The England Illegal Money Lending Team who play an
important role in protecting vulnerable people in Oxfordshire.
We will continue to work alongside the team whenever we become aware of any illegal money
lenders operating in our county”.

Bracknell Forest Council Councillor Iain McCracken, said: “We have been working closely
alongside The England Illegal Money Lending Team to protect vulnerable people in Bracknell
Forest, and we will continue to work with them to prevent illegal money lenders operating in the
borough”.

Thames Valley Police said, “We supported the England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT)
during the strike phase of the operations. Police Officers carried out extra patrols in both
Bracknell and Didcot whilst IMLT carried out their searches in the properties in Bracknell and
Didcot”.

Suspected Loan Shark Arrested
Following an Operation in West Yorkshire

A 32 year old man was arrested on suspicion of illegal money lending, following an operation in
West Yorkshire on the 17th September 2015.
The England Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership with West Yorkshire Trading
Standards and West Yorkshire Police executed a warrant at a property in the Keighley area of
West Yorkshire seizing a number of items relating to suspected illegal money lending.
The suspect has been bailed pending enquiries.

David Lodge Head of West Yorkshire Trading Standards said, “Working with the England Illegal
Money Lending Team we are continuing to tackle criminals who have such a detrimental impact
on individuals and communities. We would encourage anyone who has been affected by a loan
shark to come forward as the team can take action. Call 0300 555 2222 to speak to a specialist
investigator in confidence. Lines are open 24/7”.
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Suspected Loan Sharks Arrested Following an
Operation in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Two male suspects were arrested on suspicion of illegal money lending, following an operation
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne on the 15th September 2015.
The England Illegal Money Lending Team working in partnership with Newcastle Trading
Standards and Northumbria Police executed a warrant at a property in the Walker area of
Newcastle.

During the search of the property a number of documents relating to suspected illegal money
lending were seized along with a significant quantity of cash.
The two male suspects, one aged 32 years old and the other 37 years old  have been bailed
pending further enquires.
Deputy leader of Newcastle City Council, Cllr Joyce McCarty, who chairs the city’s Financial
Inclusion Group, said: “We all know that many families are struggling at the moment with
welfare changes and austerity. In Newcastle we have a zero tolerance approach to loan sharks
and work very closely with the police and the Illegal Money Lending Team to disrupt their
activities whenever possible.

Loan sharks are despicable people who use threats, intimidation and violence to extract money
from those who are desperate and in deep financial trouble. They prey on the vulnerable so it’s
vitally important that we take them on so I’m delighted that two men suspected of these
activities have been arrested on suspicion of illegal money lending.
Anyone approached by a loan shark should report them and seek help and advice.”

Judge Orders
Victims

 to be Reimbursed

Two loan sharks, operating in Swindon were
found to have Criminal Benefit of £50,000.
Ronald De La Cruz had no assets and was
given 6 months to satisfy the Order which was
made for £37,500.
James Palfrey will face a default sentence of 15
months if he has not paid off this order by 30th

October 2015. Palfrey was found to have
available assets of £37,500 (namely a 50%
share in his partners home address).
The Judge ordered that the witnesses  should
be compensated out of the confiscation funds.
The IMLT calculated that the 8 witnesses
(victims that had been prepared to come to
court and give evidence) had paid a total of
£16,670 between them and therefore stand to
be reimbursed their payments if and when
Palfrey  decides to pay his Order.

Loan Shark had Criminal
Benefit Worth of Nearly

£104,000

A Care Assistant, who operated as a loan shark
in Somerset has been found to have had  a
Criminal Benefit worth £103,581.
Helen Soberano, 58, lent money to people over
a 6 year period. Her victims were paying
Soberano into her bank account.
As a loan shark, Soberano declared she was
‘helping friends’ when she was lending money
to them. She was sentenced to two-and-a-half
years after a court heard how more than a
quarter of a million pounds passed through her
bank accounts during an eight year period.

A court heard one victim took out a £2,000 loan
with Serrato in 2007 to send to her son in the
Philippines who was suffering from cerebral
palsy.

Proceeds of Crime Updates
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LOAN SHARK ORDERED TO REPAY £750,000

John Radford with cash and firearm that were
seized by the IMLT

 A loan shark who peddled illegal loans in
Runcorn and Widnes has been ordered to pay
back £750,000 of ill-gotten gains in three
months.

John Radford, 59, of Park Road, Great Sankey,
Warrington, discovered the bill for his offending
at a Proceeds Of Crime Act (POCA) hearing
earlier this month.

Radford was described as ‘slippery as an eel’ by
a judge in 2013 when he was sentenced for 30
months in prison for illegal money lending
charges along with two accomplices.

Radford  was already serving eight years for
possession of a loaded 7.65mm Browning pistol
and ammo which was seized along with
£23,000 in criminal cash when IMLT raided his
house in Great Sankey.
His home was secured with an electric fence,
dogs and a CCTV system that fed images from
inside and outside the property to a screen in
the defendant’s bedroom.

At Radford’s sentencing in November 2013, the
court heard that victims claimed they had been
threatened by his accomplices, who denied the
allegations, and that they took cuts of between
8% and 10% of payments.

Simon Mortimer, standing in for prosecutor Ben
Mills, said the group had made loans of
£321,000 with a view to collecting £600,000.

Borrowers faced late payment charges of £10
per day.

DI Karen Jaundrill, of Cheshire police's
economic crime unit, said: "At the conclusion of
the investigation the court accepted that
Radford had benefited financially from his
criminal enterprise to the sum of £750,000.

"Radford was subsequently ordered to repay
this amount within three months or face a
further four years in prison.

Judge Trigger said   “I hope that this sends a
strong message to any criminals in Cheshire
that crime does not pay and offer reassurance
to the residents of Cheshire that we take this
type of criminality extremely seriously.”
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EVENTS

Southend-on-Sea Signs up to Fight Loan Sharks

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council along with the England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT)
met with local organisations and agreed to work together to banish loan sharks in the Borough.

The IMLT in partnership with the Council, South Essex Homes, Essex Savers, Southend Citizens
Advice Bureau (CAB), Southend Association of Voluntary Services (SAVS), Age Concern and
local statutory partners such as Fire, Police and the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) came
together to launch a campaign to raise awareness of the dangers of loan sharks

Cllr Ron Woodley, Leader of the Council, said: “The message from Southend-on-Sea is clear: loan
sharks will not be tolerated.  These unscrupulous money lenders bring misery and desperation to
both their victims and the local community. We are working with local partner organisations to
encourage people to turn away from loan sharks.”
The signed charter is now on display in the Victoria shopping centre for shoppers to see.

Rob Tinlin, Chief Executive of the Council
opened the campaign at ‘The Hub’ in the
Victoria shopping centre.
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Slough Says NO to Illegal Money
Lending

The England Illegal Money Lending Team have
teamed up with advice and support services
across Slough to raise awareness of the
dangers of loan sharks.
During September and October organisations
across the city including Slough Trading
Standards promoted the “say no to loan sharks”
message, encouraging people to turn away from
illegal lenders.
The IMLT liaise team invited the Slough
community to speak with them at the Chalvey
Crime Reduction event which was held in early
October. The team met with people seeking
advice and support about illegal money lending.

Money Matters Bus Delivers to
People of Cambridgeshire

The England Illegal Money Lending Team in
partnership with Wisbech Town Council and
Cambridgeshire County Council and other
partners launched a ‘week of action’ campaign
to raise awareness of the dangers of Loan
Sharks to the community of Wisbech,
Cambridgeshire.
Throughout the week long campaign the
partners came together to encourage people
to turn away from loan sharks and to call to
report the crime if they have been a victim.
The campaign launched on Monday 21st
September, at Wisbech Town Hall, was
attended by local agencies. As a collective,
they united to sign a charter pledging a zero
tolerance approach to illegal money lending
and with the aim to increase the confidence of
residents to use safe legal credit options and
to seek timely debt advice from agencies such
as Wisbech Citizens Advice Bureau.

“The Leader of Wisbech Town Council, David
Oliver, said “Wisbech Town Council is fully
supportive of this initiative. The council is keen
to support any scheme or project which seeks to
safeguard the local community from threat, risk
or harm. Hopefully, by all agencies working
together, we can help stamp-out this illegal and
harmful practice”.
Elaine Matthews, Supporting Communities
Manager from Cambridgeshire County Council’s
Trading Standards Team, said: “We are fully
behind this campaign and hope it sends a clear
message to illegal money lenders that their
actions will not be tolerated and that we will do
all in our power to bring them to justice. Illegal
money lending is a crime. These lenders may
appear to be offering a community service but
borrowers are forced to pay back way over what
they can afford, often through threats of
violence.
“We are pleased to support this partnership
approach to increasing the number of people
trained to support our communities whilst raising
awareness on this issue”

Camden are prepared to bite
back against loan sharks

Organisations in Camden experienced a ‘week
of action’ by the IMLT Liaise team during
September 2015.
Throughout the ‘week of action’, Camden
Trading Standards, Licensing team, Community
Safety Team, Landlord Tenancy Sustainment
Team and Housing Advice Teams received
enhanced awareness training sessions,
delivered by IMLT.
The sessions looked at the dangers and pitfalls
of using illegal money lenders.
Illegal Money Lending and its dangers were
promoted in various media including, Camden
Council’s website and intranet, newsletters in
the Camden Magazine and Housing Newsletter.
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Cumbria Prepare to Tackle Loan
Sharks

The fight back has begun in Cumbria, with the
county council’s Trading Standards taking part
in a ‘Week of Action’ to combat loan sharks and
encourage people to save with credit unions.
Officers from Cumbria Trading Standards joined
forces with the Illegal Money Lending Team and
hosted a ‘Week of Action’ in September, raising
awareness of illegal money lending and how
local credit unions can help members of the
public who are facing financial difficulties.
All primary and secondary schools in Cumbria
now receive access to free educational
resources (via the schools web portal) on what
to look out for to spot an illegal money lender.
Further support and promotional items were
handed out at two ‘fresher days’ at Kendal
College and Newton Rigg College, Penrith with
the aim of raising awareness to young people
about the dangers of loan sharks.
An awareness-raising event was held at The
Westmorland County Show to highlight the
perils of using a loan shark and provide
information and advice about where to get help
and how to borrow money safely. Over 7,500
leaflets, postcards, posters and other publicity
were distributed in Kendal, Penrith and Appleby
as well as  the Westmorland County Show.
The ‘Week of Action’ was funded through cash
confiscated from illegal money lenders through
the courts, which is used to give back to local
communities affected by loan sharks.
 Councillor John McCreesh, Cumbria County
Council Cabinet member responsible for
Trading Standards, said: “The Week of Action
was very successful in highlighting the dangers
of using illegal money lenders. With Christmas
merchandise now appearing in shops, many
people’s thoughts are turning to buying
presents. The run-up to Christmas is the time of
year when borrowing from loan sharks might
seem appealing but if you go down this route it’s
a decision you’ll rue in the new year. Credit
unions are a much safer, more sensible
alternative so I’d encourage people to sign up
and join one of Cumbria’s credit unions.”

Telford Week of Action
Front line staff were given information on loan
sharks, credit unions, food banks and the local
welfare provision scheme as part of the week.
Over 45 people attended the training which was
held at the Wrekin Housing Trust offices.  As
part of the awareness campaign the IMLT
worked in partnership with the local food banks
ensuring that those using it were aware of how
to report a loan shark.  In addition anyone
receiving a food parcel during the first two
weeks in July got an awareness leaflet along
with their shopping.

Bristol Says NO to Loan Sharks

The IMLT worked with Bristol Trading
Standards, Bristol Housing Partnership and
Bristol Credit Union to bring an incentivisation
scheme to the area.  The scheme guaranteed
anyone opening a credit union account £10
following three months savings.  The scheme
was launched by Assistant Mayor for
Neighbourhoods Councillor Daniella Radice
(see above centre), at  the Bristol Aquarium in
early June.  The launch heard from a number
of speakers including Ed Bramwell  from
Bristol Housing Partnership (above left) and
James Berry CEO of Bristol Credit union
(above right).   As well as hearing about the
scheme those attending also signed up to
taking a zero tolerence to  loan sharks.  The
event picked up a lot of local media interest
with a piece being broadcast on the local
Bristol TV station news.
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CONGRATULATIONS to Brogan from
Hertfordshire who won the Loan Shark News
colouring competition.
Brogan aged 7yrs kindly created a fantastic
piece of art.
The Illegal Money Lending Team awarded
Brogan with a certificate and voucher. She
received a selection of art and activity gifts
from @B3Living.
We are glad she was thrilled with  her gifts and
enjoyed the presentation. Well done from the
IMLT!

Loan Shark Campaigner's
Memory Kept  Alive in Aid of

Halton Haven

Friends and family of Carol Highton will come
together in October to remember
Runcorn anti-loan shark campaigner Carol
Highton MBE.
The evening will be held  by Linda Marshall and
friends at The Wilsons on Bridge Street on
Tuesday, October 20.
Carol herself had stayed at Halton Haven during
her final months and had hailed the work of the
staff.
She had said she wanted to use her public
profile to help the hospice and to encourage
others to do their bit.
Linda and Carol were friends and the loan shark
campaigner had presented her with an award
for her work raising cash for the Brian Shields
Trust anti-loan shark charity.

Carol Highton MBE, now deceased,
presenting Linda Marshall with an
award for her work raising cash for

The Brian Shields Trust.

And  the Winner is ……
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Miss G is living in private rented accommodation with a number of friends who all work together at
the local hospital.  Miss G borrowed money from the loan shark to financially support her family.
Miss G, owed the loan shark £6,000 to date despite having already paid back twice the initial
amount borrowed of £3,500.  Miss G, was finding budgeting hard to manage due to monthly loan
shark payments of £300.00.

Miss G, called the IMLT hotline to make a complaint about the suspected loan shark. However she
was very nervous.  She did agree to meet officers away from her home.  A Liaise officer visited the
victim within 48 hours in Romford Shopping precinct to ascertain further information.
After discussion with the Liaise Officer and reassurance the victim was now willing to give a
statement.

The victim advised that the wife of the loan shark made regular telephone calls to the victim
chasing payment and the harassing and demanding voice messages and text messages from the
loan shark were saved on the victim’s phone which the IMLT phone forensics expert downloaded
for their records.

The victim advised that she has known the loan shark for approximately five years and met at the
hospital where they both worked.  The monthly payments to the loan shark were sometimes in
cash but mostly directly into the loan shark’s bank account.

Miss G, heard about the England Illegal Money Lending Team through the local Trading
Standards office and after they handed over the IMLT’s contact leaflet she decided to give IMLT a
call.
An investigation commenced and a warrant was executed at the home address leading to the
arrest of German and Elisa Alcomendas. The investigation revealed that they had lent over
£300,000 to over 40 victims at the hospital.

At a subsequent court case they pleaded guilty to the office of lending money without a consumer
credit licence. They were each sentenced to 14 months imprisonment following a hearing at
Snaresbrook Crown Court.

Miss G said;
“Since I called the IMLT I received continued support from one of their Liaise Officers  and was
provided with local contact details of the Citizens advice bureau and since then I have received
budgeting and debt counselling advice.  The remaining debt to the loan shark was written off and
as a result I now have the financial means to pay my rent without struggling and I have been
supported throughout the investigation into the loan shark.  I feel like I can finally see a light at the
end of the tunnel”.

Real People, Real Lives are Affected by Loan Sharks

Miss G’s Story
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Welsh Team Update

 Loan Shark Lovers March Their Victims to Cash Point

Paul Bow, 51 and Elizabeth Powell, 48 from Gurnos estate in Merthyr Tydfil, have been sentenced
to 18 months and 12 months imprisonment respectively.

The loan shark lovers preyed on adults with learning difficulties in the Merthyr area of Wales.
When arrested, several Post Office cards were found at their home. It emerged that the couple
were holding cards as security.

The loan sharks charged double the sum borrowed as interest on the loan. They would march
their victims to cash points three minutes after midnight on the day that money was due.
The *Saunders family were victims of  Bow and Powell. ADREF (Home) assisted the Saunders
Family when they were threatened with eviction from their home. It was only then ADREF
discovered that the Saunders family were trapped in the bite of loan sharks Bow and Powell who
had been preying on the Saunders family for over 5 years. *Terry Saunders, a pensioner who still
suffered as a result of an industrial injury, was one of Bow and Powell victims. He said “If he’s got
that hold of you, you know, he won’t give you the card back until you pay him back what you owe
him.”

His Honour Judge Richard Twomlow sentencing Bow and Powell said the couple used “bullying
and intimidating tactics to get payment to ensure the cycle of loan sharking would continue.”

Addressing Bow and Powell, the Judge said “You claimed that you lent the money out of the
goodness of your heart. In my experience this is a frequent and hypocritical comment that is often
made by loan sharks. Neither of you have shown remorse, you exploited these vulnerable people
through greed.”

*Name changed to protect the identity of the family


