
 

O/23/2 
Circular No. MF/69/20 
24th September 2020 
 
 
To: The Secretary, all Branches 
 
Dear Colleague, 

 

 
ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 

Sunday 27th June to Friday 2nd July, Leeds 
 

 
I am writing to invite nominations for delegates to the 2021 Annual General Meeting, in 
accordance with Rules 3 and 13. 
 
Nominations 
 
Nominees should: 
 

• be up to date with their membership contributions 

• have been members of the Union for at least three years by 31st December 2021 
(Rule 13, Clause 19) 

• be employed (as defined in Rule 2, Clauses 1a, b & c) 
• not have been on the National Executive Committee for at least 12 months before 

the AGM (Rule 13, Clause 22) 
 
Following an alteration to Rule 13, Clause 15 at the 2019 AGM, members “…elected to a 
position will immediately cease to occupy the position if, prior to the conclusion of the 
period of office, they reach the normal retirement age: which will not be later than reaching 
the age of 65 years.” The period of office for an AGM delegate commences on the first day 
of the AGM and concludes on the day before the following AGM. 
 
Nominees from Shipping Branches (but not Offshore Energy Branches) should also have five 
years sea service and have been employed as defined within Rule 1, Clause 6 (a) and (b) for 
“Shipping” members for at least six weeks during the twelve months preceding nomination 
(Rule 13, Clause 77). Please complete the enclosed sea service form with this information.  
 
In addition: 
 

• Only one member of a Branch can attend the AGM as a delegate (Rule 13, Clause 
18) 

 

• Delegates who have been elected to attend three successive AGMs are not eligible 
to stand again for three years. 

 



 

 

Electoral Areas/Regions 
 
Branches are grouped into electoral Areas (General Grades) and Regions (Maritime 
Grades).  Each Area/Region is entitled to elect one delegate per 1,300 members.  For this 
purpose, the membership figure used is as at 31st December 2019. Please see the attached 
list of Branches, grouped into Areas/Regions and indicating the number of delegates to be 
elected.  
 
Deadline for Nominations 
 
The deadline for nominations is WEDNESDAY 16th DECEMBER 2020. A nomination 
form is attached. Please complete the form and return it to Unity House. 
 

 

SUBMITTING NOMINATIONS DURING COVID-19 
 
While Unity House is currently closed due to Covid-19, hard copies of nomination forms may still 
be posted there and they will be redirected to RMT staff working on this election from home. 
However, given that many Branch meetings will continue to be conducted over Zoom, you may 
alternatively wish to email a scan of the completed form directly to our Constitution Officer. Please 
note that, until Branch meetings return to normal, just one signature of either the Branch Secretary 
or Chair will suffice, rather than both, but ONLY if the form is emailed using your official RMT 
Branch email address. Scanned forms may be emailed from non-RMT accounts, but in that instance 
they MUST be signed by both the Branch Secretary and Chair. Digital signatures will not be 
accepted. Scanned nomination forms should be emailed to c.kasrils@rmt.org.uk. 
 

 
IMPORTANT: When we receive your Branch’s nomination form we will send you an 
email acknowledgement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement within one week of 
sending your completed form, please check with Chris Kasrils, RMT Constitution Officer, 
that it has been received. He can be contacted at c.kasrils@rmt.org.uk. 
 
Standing Orders Committee 
 
Should your nominee wish to stand for the AGM Standing Orders Committee, please 
remember to tick the appropriate box on the form. 
 
Mutual Respect Policy 
 
In line with Decision No. CE683, September 2015, candidates must declare that they have 
read, understood and will abide by RMT’s Mutual Respect Policy by signing the declaration 
on the nomination form. Furthermore, following Decision No. 1255, June 2019, the Mutual 
Respect Policy has been updated to include recommendations regarding the use of email and 
social media. A copy of the updated policy is enclosed with this circular. 
 
Election Circulars 
 
Your Branch can produce a circular in support of your nominee, to be authorised by the 
General Secretary and circulated by the Branch. 

 
Please note that the Rule banning “the distribution of election literature in any other form” 
was rescinded by the 2003 Annual General Meeting. 
 



 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mick Cash 
General Secretary 
 
enclosed: nomination form; Branch list; sea service form; mutual respect policy 


