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As far back as 1939 plying for hire was enshrined in law in the Hindley Report, which stated:
“An essential feature of a scheme of control for private hire vehicles would be to ensure that the
vehicles do not infringe on the cab’s privilege of plying for hire.” Yet today it is under threat.

The current thinking of the Law Commission is to discard the
concept of plying for hire and instead use a definition of pre-
booking as it applies to Private Hire. They are also proposing to
control Taxi numbers but not PHVs 
We believe that the “Knowledge of London” and the right to ply
for hire are intrinsically linked. Why complete the Knowledge to
gain a hard earned privilege that is not defined or protected in
law.
The following issues are examples of major failings in urgent
need of reform:
• Plying for hire must be defined in our favour and in statute
• PHV’s should not be permitted to wait in advance of bookings
or form ranks outside venues.
• Vehicle distinction is paramount the “black cab” is our unique
selling point.
• A managed growth of BOTH taxi and private hire trades is
crucial for maintaining standards.
• Robust enforcement of illegally plying for hire. Funding must be
set at a level capable of dealing with the size of BOTH taxi and
private hire trades.
• Pedi cabs and alike must never have the right to ply for hire or
operate on the highway.
• Crime statistics and plying for hire offences should be broken
down into categories such as Taxi, PHV, and Unlicensed.
• Taxi ranks overhaul and a fit for purpose strategy developed
throughout London.
• Planning permission for satellite offices to include No Taxi rank
= No satellite office.

• A PHV should always be a PHV and should only be driven by a
PHV driver whether working or not.
Despite meetings between TfL and various trade organisations
these issues remain unresolved year on year.
Tfl completed PHV driver licensing in 2003.  When recently asked
how many PHV drivers have been convicted of illegally plying for
hire in the last ten years they stated that “they do not routinely
prosecute or collate information on illegal plying for hire
offences.” Let’s be clear “Touting” is not the same as “Plying”.
The RMT London Taxi Branch firmly believes that the
status quo cannot continue if our future and the public’s safety
are to be assured. Leaving London alone is not the answer both
the Law and TfL’s policy must be reformed. 
These current proposals could very well put us in a worse position
than the status quo!
So ask yourself this question “is this as good as it gets?”
Plying for hire allows a Taxi to be publicly hired. It is now time
for the world class London Taxi to be fully integrated alongside
the other publicly hired modes of transport within the capital. To
be treated fairly with buses trains and trams and not as a second
class mode of transport. 
The RMTLTB are adamant that in reforming the law governing
Taxis and Private Hire that any loopholes, lacunas and
deficiencies are resolved by way of primary legislation. 
If there is conflict between statute and common law, it is the
Act of parliament which will prevail and must be
followed by the courts. Policy and enforcement must reflect
this! 

PUTTING THE LONDON CAB
BACK ON POINT
RMT LONDON TAXI BRANCH BELIEVES THAT OUR RIGHT TO “PLY
FOR HIRE” IS UNDER THREAT



Members can call
the helpline
Mon-Fri 0800-1800
- Sat 09:30-16:00
email
info@rmt.org.uk
Legal helpline:
0800 587 7516
seven days a week

PROBLEMS
AT WORK?

Time and again RMT representatives
have raised the issue of stamping out
illegal touting with Transport for London
(TfL), without any response.
We demand that every Private Hire
Operator must have an IT booking
System. There are many available at low
cost – approved by TfL, that receive
bookings with details of the driver,
passenger, destination and other key
details.
TfL can bring this about very swiftly by
making it a condition of licensing
without any legislation; it will bring the
following immediate benefits: 
• Ends fictional scribbled ‘instant’ pre
bookings outside venues that flout the
law and in effect ensure the passengers
are uninsured and vulnerable travellers
and road users put at risk.
• Breaks the links between corrupt door
security staff, predatory drivers,
organised crime, drug dealing, money
laundering and much else. 
• Ensure PH business is carried out
within the law and enforcement
authorities have a clear ‘audit trail’ of
all bookings made in advance available

in real time. This protects legitimate
operators and preserves the Taxi trades
hard won right to ‘Ply for Hire’. 
• Ensures all licensed PH drivers are
working for an operator and those not
so liable for the congestion charge etc.,
as all work must come through an
operator, they can’t be working
legitimately. 
RMT General Secretary Bob Crow said:
“RMT taxi branch offers a simple
solution to end the dangerous scourge
of illegal private hire activity and it can
happen now without waiting for the
long-delayed and long-grassed Law
Commission Draft bill. 
“There is everything to gain for the law
abiding citizens and visitors to this
great city of stamping out these
dangerous practices by adopting RMT’s
proposals. The only losers are those
with criminal intent. The question has to
be asked why those with the power are
resisting moves to clean up the trade
and clamp down and what we know is
happening out there on London’s streets
night after night in the West End and
beyond.”

TIME TO STOP
CLIPBOARD JOHNNIE
END ILLEGAL AND DANGEROUS MINI-CAB PRACTICES

Like many before me, I received a fine
from Islington Council in relation to the
ridiculous Drayton Park traffic control
layout. It was January, midnight, with
snow on the ground. The signs were
covered in snow and were not lit, so on
approaching the narrowing I had taken the
wider of the two lanes, thinking that
logically the wider lane is for cars and the
narrower lane for bikes and motorcycles.
I appealed against the fine on the grounds
of the road layout being very unclear and
snow had obscured the signs, making it
impossible to follow them. I received an
inch-thick envelope from Islington council
with streams of information about the
laws of the road and lots of lovely pictures
of the road on a sunny day without snow!
I received a date for the hearing and was
prepared to argue my case, armed with a
very enlightening article from the Taxi
newspaper that recommended cab drivers
challenge any fines they receive due to the
confusing layout of the road.
Sadly I didn’t get “my day in court”.
Islington council wrote to me a week
before the hearing to say they were not
going to challenge my appeal and the fine
had been dropped! Lo and behold, the very
next day I came across an article in the
Islington Tribune:  the adjudicator had
upheld an appeal against yet another fine
and ruled that the junction be scrapped
and redesigned, plus Islington Council will
now have to repay up to £800k in fines
that were paid between November 12 and
February 13!
So if you’ve been caught in the Drayton
Park Trap – get your claim for a refund in!
Finally someone saw sense and has
brought this farce to an end.
An RMT Member
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