
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Boris Johnson,  

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street 
London 

SW1A 2AA 

[By email] 

 
 

15 May 2020 

           
 
Dear Prime Minister,  

 

TfL financial package and impact on transport workers 
 

I’m writing to you to seek clarity and detail about the government’s 

intentions in relation to transport workers in London. I’m also writing to 

urge you, in the strongest terms, not to offload the costs of this crisis 
onto London transport workers who have put their lives on the line every 

day to keep the transport system running.  

 

Transport for London said that its funding shortfall was £1.9 billion for the 
first half of this year and a projected £3.2 billion for the whole financial 

year. The financial package your government has announced is only £1.6 

billion until October and contains no longer-term commitments. In return 

your government is demanding greater oversight of TfL’s finances and a 

review that says you will look for ‘efficiencies’.  
 

Our members have done their utmost during this crisis. As your 

government encourages people back to work, our members are engaged 

in a constant struggle to ensure that both they and passengers are safe 
on the transport network. More than 40 TfL workers have died from 

contracting the Coronavirus so far and I have no doubt there will be more 

because of the difficulty of maintaining social distancing.  

 
You can’t have it both ways. You can’t take to the airwaves to praise 

keyworkers in one breath and then in the next make them pay the price 

for this crisis by demanding that they accept job cuts, pay freezes and 

harder working lives.  
 

I am looking for a clear public commitment from you that this deal will 
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not result in attacks on the jobs, pay or conditions of service of transport 

workers. As you would expect, we will resist any attempt to impose 
austerity on our members through this or any future financial package. I 

will also be conveying this message to the Mayor. 

 

I’m also dismayed that your government has spent months in 

negotiations with TfL only to come up with a package that means more 
uncertainty over the next few months. It is also obvious to everyone now 

that the attempts to make public transport ‘pay for itself’ through fare 

income have failed and belong in the dustbin of history. We need a new 

funding model that recognizes that public transport is an essential 
service, vital to our decarbonisation objectives, our economy and to 

significant sections of our society who absolutely depend on it and have 

no alternatives.  

 
You had a chance to take a step in the right direction through a longer-

term deal to restore grant to TfL. Instead, the package you’ve agreed is a 

short-term sticking plaster with punitive conditions that look like political 

point scoring. It stands in stark contrast to the generosity of the packages 
you have agreed with the companies who run our national rail and bus 

networks. The government risks looking like it’s shielding big businesses 

while targeting ordinary working people.  

 

As a former Mayor of London, I know that you understand the importance 
of London’s transport network and the work that our members do to keep 

London moving every day. I urge you to work with TfL and unions 

together on a new funding model for London’s transport and to give your 

reassurance that our members will not be made to pay for a second 
national crisis which was not of their making.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Mick Cash, 

RMT General Secretary  

 


