
These attacks come with the
possibility of massive fare
increases – a possibility that has
already became a reality for
many Northern Rail passengers
with the shocking and disgraceful
decision to change off peak ticket
restrictions on routes into and
around South and West Yorkshire,
Greater Manchester and also the
eastern end of the Tyne Valley
line in the North East of England.
The proposals call for the
widespread use of LESS SAFE
Driver Only Operated Trains on a

future Northern Rail Franchise
and the possibility of DOO on the
future Transpennine Express
Franchise – This is a major
undermining of rail safety and
rail jobs.
In addition the prospectus calls
for cuts to station staffing and
ticket office closures.
Neither can it be ignored that
Northern Rail have engaged an
army of contractors (STM) to
carry out revenue duties on
stations – the number of these
contractors has gone up from 155

to an estimated 400 in a year.
It’s quite clear these staff are
needed – Northern doesn’t engage
contractors unless they are – but
you have to ask the question, if
these staff are needed (as they
clearly are) why aren’t they
directly employed by Northern on
proper wages, terms and
conditions with access to joining
and contributing to the company
pension scheme?
It’s obviously a massive attempt
to undermine our jobs, terms and
conditions.
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DEFEND JOBS, SERVICES & SAFETY 

When the Department for Transport and the mystery local government group
that calls itself “Rail North” issued its Northern prospectus it was clear it was
a major attack on rail services, safety and jobs 

www.rmt.org.uk/ntpe



In addition to loss of these
services there are other proposals,
including “trade offs” where rail
services on Northern could be
axed – and even an “innovative”
idea to cut out some places
where the trains stop to speed up
journey times… so the trains go
faster …by not stopping to pick
up the passengers! 

Campaigning
RMT has teamed up with
communities, passenger
groups, some MP’s and
local councilors to
oppose these vicious
cuts and other
disastrous proposals that
are set to decimate our
industry.
RMT knows the value
of safe, affordable
railways to the North
of England, how they
are crucial to
passengers, communities
and the economy – We’re
determined to fight for rail
services, safety and jobs and
campaign for affordable rail
journeys.

Highest Fares
We already have some of the
highest rail fares in Europe, and
tax payer subsidy to Britain’s
privatised railways is well in
excess of what nationalised
British Rail received in real

terms. At the same time as we
face these devastating cuts and
reckless proposals the privateer
train operators are free to
continue to make a fortune out
of this failed system (when we
say “privateer operators” it
includes the state railways of
Germany, France and the

Netherlands who now run many
of Britain’s “private” railways).
Of course, some rail bosses are
denying the real threats we are
all facing here – recently on a
radio broadcast the RMT were
accused of scaremongering…
when in reality we were simply
reading the actual proposals
from the Department for
Transport and “Rail North”! 

Who are “Rail North”?
This is probably “one of life’s
great mysteries” – it seems that
they are a group of local
government leaders (and
unelected officials) from across
the North of England – their
name is included on the
Department for Transport
documents – but what
involvement they have had in

the formulation of these
terrible proposals is a
mystery – as is their role
in the final decision on
the franchise
specifications. How
accountable these people
are to the local councils
that are involved in “Rail
North” is anyone’s guess –
we don’t even know if
they have a corporate
governance policy.
Requests for information
on them, their policies and

objectives remain
unanswered.

It is difficult to believe that OUR
local councils and councillors –
across the North of England –
would have signed up to the
disastrous proposals in the
Northern Prospectus… including
the axing of many Transpennine
routes, introduction of less safe,
Driver Only Operation, cuts to
station staff and ticket offices
and train service cuts… let alone
massive fare increases for the
communities they represent! 

DfT & “Rail North” attack on
Northern & Transpennine Express
The DfT /”Rail North” proposals include a massive attack on
Transpennine Express with the loss of services to Cleethorpes,
Blackpool North, Windermere, Barrow-in-Furness and Scarborough

NORTHERN 
ENGLAND NEEDS 
ITS RAILWAYS!

STOP THE CUTS! 
Ask your MP to
sign EDM 174 



WHAT YOU CAN DO
RMT has been in the forefront of a massive campaign AGAINST these proposals:

l RMT has organised high profile campaigning events – to expose these plans – and encourage the
public to  oppose the proposals – at the time of printing this newsletter RMT have had around 70
events across the North – compare that to the Department for Transport and Rail North who have had
5!    
l Passengers have already filled in thousands of RMT produced postcards for the Department of
Transport and “Rail North” opposing the proposals. 
l RMT has circulated thousands of briefing papers to passengers, community groups, rail user
groups, MP’s and local Councils and individual councillors.
l RMT has issued numerous press releases and briefings to both national and local news media –
highlighting the threats to rail services, safety and jobs – and opposing massive fare increases.
l Special posters, badges and stickers have been produced by RMT to promote the campaign and
raise public awareness.
l The RMT Parliamentary Group has tabled a House of Commons Early Day motion (174)
condemning the proposals – at the time of producing this newsletter 47 MP’s have signed the Early
Day Motion – This still leaves MANY MP’s who haven’t yet signed! ASK YOUR MP TO SIGN!
l A second postcard – aimed at MP’s & urging them to sign EDM 174 has been produced – already
RMT is holding postcarding sessions at stations, events, city centre’s and shopping areas  –
encouraging the public to contact their MP’s asking them to sign EDM 174. (CONTACT YOUR RMT REP
OR BRANCH SECRETARY – ASK THEM WHEN THE NEXT POSTCARDING EVENT IS BEING HELD IN YOUR
AREA – AND GO ALONG AND HAND OUT SOME POSTCARDS) 

JOIN BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
SPECIALIST TRANSPORT UNION

Visit www.rmt.org.uk to join online
or call the FREEPHONE helpline 0800 376 3706

Get the strength of RMT around YOU
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Lobby of Parliament
Northern & Transpennine Express Franchises 

November 4th 2014
Demonstration outside Parliament from 
12:30 – 13:15 in Old Palace Yard
Rally in Committee Room 11 from 14:00 – 15:30 
Lobby of MPs from 15.30 onwards

Participation in the rally is a legitimate use of branch expenditure.
If possible, members who are attending the event are also encouraged to lobby their MP. The union will
also provide a brief to assist members when lobbying their MP. The best way of doing this is to write to
them in advance. You can use this url to assist:
www.rmt.org.uk/letter/northern-and-tpe-franchise-email-your-mp
If you cannot attend the rally but still wish to lobby your MP you are encouraged to make an
appointment to meet them in the constituency, which can be just as effective.  


