
           

Save Our Buses  

Defending the country's 'get up and go'! 

Buses are the most frequently used form of public transport. Day in day out they link 
thousands of people up and down the country to jobs, schools and shops. Further there are 
around 123,000 people who earn their living in the bus industry.  However Government 
funding cuts are putting many buses in jeopardy. In response the Campaign for Better 
Transport have launched Save Our Buses. The campaign is all about making the case for 
buses to Government decision-makers and at the same time supporting local bus campaign 
groups.  

Buses under threat 

The Government is cutting 28% of the money it gives to local authorities for public transport. 
Some rural counties risk losing 50% or even 100% of their council-funded bus services. 
Other councils are cutting all weekend and evening services. In many areas concessionary 
fares schemes for young people and for free bus pass holders during peak hours are being 
withdrawn.  

Council bus cuts are being made at a time where commercial bus services are also being 
hit hard by the cuts. A 20% cut to the fuel tax rebate for buses, called BSOG, will come into 
force to 2012. This will combine with changes to the formula used by councils to calculate 
the way companies are reimbursed for carrying bus pass holders. These formula changes 
will mean another £100 million in funding being lost from the bus network. All in all, buses 
could be tipped into a spiral of decline from which they will struggle to recover.  

Stand up for your bus service 

Our interactive bus cuts map is a campaign tool to try and make transparent the effects of 
cuts in local areas. This is a crowd sourcing project so please do inform us if you know 
about a cut that we have missed. You can see the map at: 
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/campaigns/save-our-buses/map  

We have prepared a campaigning guide for people who find out that bus cuts are being 
planned in their area and want to campaign to save their bus but do not know where to 
start. The guide will give you an overview of who makes decisions about bus cuts and 
suggests campaigning ideas. The guide can be found to download from our website. 
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/campaigns/save-our-buses 

We want the map to feature as many personal stories as possible, and to give a voice to 
bus users and workers. If you would like to be featured please email a quote to 
sophie.allain@bettertransport.org.uk  

We have a directory of local groups so that people can find others who are already 
campaigning on buses. If you have a new group and would like to be listed for others to see 
in our directory contact laura.fenn@bettertransport.org.uk  



We also provide research materials to help campaigners make the case for the social, 
economic and environmental value of buses. Find reports linked below (or if you have 
trouble with these links you can also find these on our website):  

Buses Matter, January 2011 
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/system/files/11.02.23.buses-matter.pdf  

Transport, Social Equality and Welfare to Work, October 2010 
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/system/files/Transport_social_equality_welfare_work.pdf  

If you want help or advice on media work our communications team would be happy to help. 
Contact alice.ridley@bettertransport.org.uk  

We have a more in depth campaign guide looking at a broad range of campaigning issues 
around buses here http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/node/2202  

We user twitter @SaveOurBuses_UK  and on face book can be found here 
http://www.facebook.com/bettertransport  

Going forward we will produce more campaign materials. If you are involved in a group and 
you would like us to send you materials such as flyers please email 
sophie.allain@bettertransport.org.uk  

We are working with youth organisations on a campaign video project. If you know of a 
young person who would like to get involved you get more information at the Don’t Make Me 
Miss the Bus webpage http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/campaigns/save-our-buses/miss-
the-bus  

Keep track of the campaign  

The campaign launched with lots of media attention in February. The campaign has a 
number of different areas of work. We lobby decision makers from local councillors to 
cabinet ministers. We work with other organisations to show that buses have broad based 
support. We use the press and television media as well as social media and the internet to 
get our message out there. We offer support to local campaigners and we continue to 
research bus cuts across the country.  

The best way to get more detail about the campaign activities is to check our buses blog 
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/campaigns/public_transport/buses/blog 

For example you will see from the blog that we have been helping a bus user take forward a 
legal challenge against Cambridgeshire County Council who decided to cut all bus 
subsidies.  

If you have further questions about the campaign do get in touch.  
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