
We are calling for an end to
the filthy and disgusting
practice of dumping raw
sewage onto
Scotland’s
railway tracks
from train
toilets. 
Workers
whose
jobs take
them
trackside
end up
being
sprayed with
human excrement,
yet the problem can be
eradicated easily by fitting
retention tanks on older
trains.
For this reason we want
Transport Scotland and

Network Rail to bring
forward the proposed target
date for the fitting of

retention tanks
across the

Scotrail fleet
from
December
2017 to
April
2016.
We are
calling for
both

organisations
to put pressure

on Scotrail’s new
operators, Abellio. Abellio
are set to make a fortune
out of the Scotrail franchise
and the very least they
should be forced to do is to
dip in their pockets and
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retro-fit the retention tanks.
The franchise documentation talked of 2020 as the

target date for ending the dumping of effluent. Since then,
following a campaign of political and public pressure
organised by RMT, the Transport Minister has moved that
date to December 2017 but RMT believes that the date can
be brought further forward. 

We have made it clear that the union does not rule
out an industrial response to bring a halt to the discharge
of human waste onto the tracks if there is any dragging of
heels.

RMT has already made significant progress in
bringing forward the date when the scandal of dumping
raw sewage on Scotland’s railway tracks is brought to an
end. However, the union believes that April 2016 is a
perfectly realistic and achievable target for halting this
filthy and disgusting practice. 

RMT has said all along that if it was wealthy bankers
getting sprayed with sewage rather than rail workers then
this scandal would be ended overnight. 

RMT’s campaign for dignity and safety at work goes
on.


